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What is mercury (Hg)?

A useful but toxic metal.

It’s the only metal that's a liquid at
room temperature.

[t cannot be destroyed.

Its vapor is easily transported long
distances before settling, or
precipitating out.

Why is this important
information?

Mercury can cause severe health
problems in humans and animals.
It’s near the top of EPA’s list of
priority chemicals that pose the
greatest risk to the environment and
public health, and has been
determined to be one of the most
critical pollutants to be reduced.
Mercury accumulates in fish and is
then transferred to humans and
animals that eat the fish.

Any mercury that gets washed down
drains in the City of South Bend will
end up at the Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

Because we are so close to the Great
Lakes, the EPA and the State of
Indiana have imposed a limit of
2.7ng/L on the amount of mercury
that can leave a wastewater plant in
treated water. This is roughly equal
to 3 seconds in 32,000 years or 3
drops of ink in a shipping canal lock
full of water!

The facilities necessary to treat
mercury at this low level are very
expensive. The best way to lower the
amount of mercury leaving the
wastewater plant is to minimize the
chance that it gets into the sewer.

Visit these websites for more
information about mercury,
products that contain mercury,
its effect on health, and the Indiana
fish consumption advisory:

http://www.in.gov/idem/recycle/2348.htm

http://www.epa.gov/mercury

http://www/epa.gov/hg/effects.htm

https://secure.in.gov/isdh/23650.htm
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