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Green Space & Habitat 
Project Mission Statement: 
The Bowman Creek Project Mission is to Restore the impaired urban reach of Bowman Creek and Revitalize the 
surrounding neighborhood. The Mission is accomplished through integrated Southeast comprehensive plan strategy 
pillars of enhanced Safety, Access, Connectedness and Inclusiveness, Health and Wellness, Housing, Economic 
Growth and Community Engaged Life Long Learning. The Bowman Creek project at the confluence with the St. 
Joseph River was recommended as quick, cost effective, transformative and impactful. It runs under Lincolnway 
East carrying 27,000 vehicles per day whose occupants drive by daily without realizing the creek is there for the 
overgrown and littered condition. A popular new restaurant and brewery (Crooked Ewe) is just adjacent showing an 
adaptive reuse of an old VFW building to broader public use and new vitality and windows, decks and viewing that 
embraces the location on the South Bend of the St. Joseph River. 
 
 

Project Description: 
Clean up and revegetate the mouth of Bowman Creek at the St. Joseph River near Lincolnway East (adjacent to the 
Crooked Ewe)  
 
 

Action already accomplished to move project towards Implementation: 
1. We met onsite 3 times including once with a walk through with the adjacent property owner. 
 
2. We prepared a list of tasks in our scope, how long each would take and what each would cost, 
Order of precedence or if several items could be done at once and we divided up task leadership by competencies/ 
experience/ time availability of our group. 
 
3. We met with Parks and City Forester and Public Works Director and student reps to get help. 
 
One next thing: 
 
Review tasks and what remains to prep and lock in event date soon. 

1. Find out what we're able to do 
2. City Engineer – to look at stability 
3. Work time in february 
4. Get help from students 
5. Get herbicide? 

 
Resources Previously Identified by Strategy Group 
Madison, WI raingardens, Cardno/FJNew (methodologies for quantifying), St Joseph Valley Watershed, Niagra Falls, NY 
“green street” and raingardens, Reclaim alleys‐Cleveland, Baltimore, Urban Beekeeping‐Unity ardens, Extension Office, 
Master Gardeners, National Green Space Organizations, Zoo, Potawatomi Conservatory/Greenhouse/Botanical of South 
Bend, Gather support with and educate builders and developers, Zoning rules for green space‐review ordinance 
team/communicate with DNR‐parks, Federal regulations, Water Treatment Plant‐ COS effort, Riverwalk Area Colleges, 
Conservation Groups Neighborhood associations. 

Potential Project Parking Lot: 
 



  2/18/2016
 

 
 

Have a list of 12 projects typed up. 

Project Outline Work Space on back page  
 
Project Outline 
 
1. Approach Describe how the project will be carried out and managed 

Project elements: 

1. Remove dead trees and haul away trees and brush 

2. Remove large concrete and other debris 

3. Treat stumps and invasive species with herbicide 

4. Slope stabilize if needed 

5. Replant with appropriate native species 

6. Critical initial plant watering period 

7. Maintenance weeding out invasives to be sure natives out‐compete weeds in first 2‐3 years 

Additional potential future project scope if significantly more resources are doable:  

8. Pour walkways along creek bank where we want people to access 

9. Address a scope intended to cost effectively beautify and odor scrub river crossing chamber? 

10. Repair or replace stairway at confluence of Bowman Creek and SJR with a small viewing deck and benches. 

11. Design and install a pedestrian and bike bridge to cost‐effectively address deficiency of Lincolnway bridge to 
handle pedestrians and bikes (less than 2 ft sidewalk next to busy street). Do in a manner that allows view of 

WPA cut stone arch bridge and that hides the aerial wrapped pipe crossing the creek just north of LWE. 

12. Relocate radio node for CSOnet on wooden power poles and relocate billboard from immediately adjacent to a 

natural resource. 

2. Timeframe & Milestones Describe the overall timeframe for the main steps in the project, and the 

milestones/checkpoints in each step 

   


