
 SOUTH BEND RIVER LIGHTS

ROB SHAKESPEARE, is a professional  

lighting designer specializing in theater and dramatic 

architectural designs and is the creator of River Lights. 

Shakespeare is a leader in his field, with more than 200 

lighting designs across three continents. His work has been 

seen on some of the world’s largest bridges in Hong Kong, 

skyscrapers in Atlanta, as well 

as theaters, restaurants, and 

resorts. River Lights, the only 

lighting display of its kind in the 

world, now serves as a lasting 

tribute to South Bend’s milestone  

150th birthday.

THE SOUTH BEND RIVER LIGHTS  
are the newest—and most colorful—addition to our 
area’s attractions. Located in the heart of downtown 
South Bend, near Seitz Park and the Century Center 
Island, this innovative installation transforms the St. 
Joseph River into a canvas of living art.

Color splashes from interactive light sculptures on 
both sides of the river, illuminating the headwaters of 
the East Race Waterway, joined with a third sculpture 
spotlighting the exquisite “Keeper of the Fire” statue. 
Together the installation creates an ever-changing 
work of art that unites the banks of the St. Joseph River 
and gives vibrant new life to South Bend’s greatest 
natural resource.

 MEET THE ARTIST  

southbendriverlights.com visitsouthbend.comdowntownsouthbend.comsouthbendin.gov

HOURS 
River Lights turn on thirty minutes before sunset and stay on until sunrise.  
At midnight they go into “sleep” mode and will remain a natural color.

BEST VIEWING SPOTS 
Seitz Park .  Colfax Bridge .  Island Park .  Pier Park

PARKING 
Niles Avenue .  Century Center Lot

RIVER LIGHTS  INTERACTIVIT Y 
Three motion sensors are built into the light pillars, prompting the lights to change 
color and alter their pattern as a result of people moving towards and away from  
the sculptures. Visitors can send a flow of colored lights across the river, and 
visitors on the other side can send a flow of color back.

THE LI G HT FOREST KEEPER OF THE FIRE

  RIVER LIGHTS SECRETS  

 At the top of each hour, River  Lights      
 tells the time of day by flashing the   
 hour. For example, if it is 5pm, the  
 towers flash five times. When activated  
 in a specific  way, the lights’ 
motion  sensors  trigger  
special lighting effects.


