
JANUARY 2015  CITY REPORT 

Happy New Year. I’m looking forward to a productive and exciting 2015, a year for the City of South Bend to cele-

brate.  

 

Events to commemorate the 150th anniversary of South Bend’s official formation will take place throughout the 

year, highlighted by a series of major events on the weekend of May 22-24. Throughout the year, events like the Dis-

covery Series of monthly lectures, essay and photo competitions, and other projects will highlight South Bend’s past, 

present, and future. 

 

This year will also include the permanent installation of “River Lights,” a dynamic public art display that will endure 

as a lasting tribute to the City’s 150th birthday. Two interactive light sculptures on both sides of the St. Joseph River, 

near the island behind Century Center and at Seitz Park, will illuminate the cascade near the headwaters of the East 

Race.  

 

For these community-wide celebrations to be a success, we are counting on support from all of you. Please consult 

the website, SB150.com, for ways that you can be involved in making 2015 a year to remember. 

 

It’s not just about South Bend’s past. We’re building on our inspirational history to create a stronger present and a 

brighter future. I encourage everyone to participate in SB150 to celebrate South Bend’s history and to inspire the 

City’s continued success. 

 

I look forward to celebrating this important milestone with you throughout 2015. 

 

Sincerely,  

Mayor Pete 

Dear City Employee, 

ISSUE 27 #1 Mayor Pete Buttigieg 

                               Change of Pace 

                             Welcome 

                                  

November 2014  
 

David Arndt .................................................................................................... Sewer Dept. 

Benjamin Dougherty ............................................................................. Legal Department 

Amanda Gallagher ................................................................... Administration & Finance 

Anthony Jones .................................................................................................. Street Dept. 

Aaron Kobb ........................................................... Department of Community Investment 

John Lankowicz ............................................................................................. Water Works 

Tracy Oehler ......................................................... Department of Community Investment 

Justin Swift ....................................................................................................... Street Dept. 

Resignations 

November 2014 

Cheryl Benedict ............................................................ Legal Department (14 yr 10 mos) 
Edward Kieta ........................................................................ Equipment Services (5 mos) 

Anniversaries coming up next month! 



 

Therese Dorau 

Director 

Krista Bailey 

Sustainability Coordinator 

Maggie Kent & Amanda Shockling 

                   Interns 

Peg Dalton 

The South Bend Office of Sustainability aims to design and implement projects and programs that bring envi-

ronmental, social, and economic value to city government and to the community.  

Sustainability Strategic Planning 

The Office seeks community input to identify South Bend's issues and assets and share ideas for the future of 

our city. This process helps the Office identify projects and priorities to be developed into a strategic sustaina-

bility plan. The plan will be shared with the community in February 2015.  

       Meet the Office of Sustainability  

Green Ribbon Commission Spotlight: 

             Sustainability In Action 

"I own and operate Le Peep restaurant in the heart of downtown South Bend. We have been here for 14 years and we are happy to be a part of 

the revitalization of Downtown South Bend. Our sales have been growing for the last 3 years. This is a great sign.  

Sustainability. to me, means a City that will continue to change to meet the needs of the people and the environment. A City that is walkable 

and an urban area that is dense, thriving, and full of activity.  

I hope to see this growth continue for us, as well as other current and new businesses. The people of South Bend are our biggest strength, as we 

all continue to work together, I know we will move to a place that people want to work, play, and live!"  

The Green Ribbon Commission met four times this fall. This advisory group of 60 participants included business owners, students, community 

leaders, planners, architects, and engineers, and city administrators. Putting in almost 330 hours, the Green Ribbon Commission built the 

framework for the strategic sustainability plan.  

Big thanks to the Green Ribbon Commissioner members from the staff of the Office of Sustainability! 

Over 435 community members have shared their ideas and opinions via our survey, There's still time to take this survey, in English or Span-

ish, through the end of December. For more information please visit our website.   

Office staff introduced the survey to over 25 community groups, city departments, and media outlets.  

Kyle Shuppert, a 311 Customer Service Liaison, and wife, Rosie gave birth to their son (2nd child) 
Colin Michael, on September 21st at 7:38 a.m..  He weighed 8 lbs. 8 oz., 21 ¾” long.  

Mary Ramsdell (Administration & Finance) and her husband, Randy, welcomed their newest 
grandchild on November 20.  Adelaide (Addie Mae) weighed 8 lbs. 2 oz. and was 20 inches 
long.  She is the daughter of Ryan and Kimberly Ramsdell of LaPorte.  Addie Mae joins big 
brother, Brendan, and big sister, Mikaela. 

Congratulations to first time Grandparents Toni Laisure, Central Services and husband Mike.  
A grandson was born, Gavin Daniel Higbee, November 18th,  7lbs, 8oz., 20.5”. 
The proud parents are Army Specialist Daniel Higbee and his wife Autumn. 
Daniel is stationed with his family at Fort Campbell Kentucky with the  
101st Air Assault Division. Grandparents Toni and Mike recently visited their new grandson for 
Thanksgiving.  Pictures, Pictures, Pictures for the ever changing baby boy. 

http://southbendin.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0755c70fa13fa0149fe7acb90&id=e2301c476b&e=60459f53aa
http://southbendin.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0755c70fa13fa0149fe7acb90&id=c7d636bc90&e=60459f53aa


   2014 Holiday Party at the Palais Royale. 

It was fabulous!!  Delicious finger foods with talented musicians playing familiar 

      Christmas tunes for us!  

I wanted to come to the  

Christmas party and    

bring my Frisbee. 



 

When:  
Sunday, December 7th 

5:30pm to 8:30pm 
 
Where:  

South Bend Animal 
Care & Control 

 
 

Percentages of the art 
sales go to animal care 

at SBACC. 
 

A few originals from the Art Gallery at SBACC. 

1st Annual Reindog Parade! 

SB Animal Care and Control 



Engineering’s new Permit Manager 

(Smurf) Tony. 

The Engineering office with their festive attire 
Environmental Services with their festive attire. 

311 Team with a few absent  

(helping Santa with customer service) 

Grimace/Adult/Male/Large Dog 

Arrow/Senior/Male/Medium Dog 

Baby Ruth/Adult/Male/Small Dog 

Priscilla/Adult/Female/Medium Cat 

Mama Girl/Adult/Female/Medium Cat 

Dodge/Young/Male/Medium Cat 

 

When:  
Sunday, December 7th 

5:30pm to 8:30pm 
 
Where:  

South Bend Animal 
Care & Control 

 
 

Percentages of the art 
sales go to animal care 

at SBACC. 
 

574-235-9303 

 At SB Parks and Recreation, a jacket was presented to the following during their Christ-

mas party on Friday, 12/12.  From left to right are the following:  Mike Dyszkiewicz, Jerilyn 

Ellis (15 years of service), Jeff Spriggs (15 years of service), Kandis Miller (10 years of ser-

vice), and Phil St. Clair.   

Every Experience is an opportunity to learn—take advantage of them. 

Jeff Sieradski and Michelle Smith from Environmental Services, work together to complete steps of the Laboratory 

Event. This photo was featured in the WET magazine. (Water, Environment and Tech.) in the Operations Challenge, 

September 29, 2014, in New Orleans.  Because the WWTP Team (also including Nancy Clay and Kim Thompson) 

won the competition in Indiana, WET paid their way. With gratitude and success, good job.  :-)  

  Papi/Adult/Male/Small Dog 

Mary/Young/Female Dog 

 Rita/Adult/Female/Large Dog 

Cliff/Adult/Male/Medium Cat 



ANGEL TREE  

The  SBFD partnered with The Salvation Army/Kroc Center “Angel Tree” program in order to provide basic necessities to 

underprivileged children in our own community.  SBFD sponsored 6 children (3 boys, 3 girls ages 3-12) from our local com-

munity.  Thank you to everyone who so generously donated money which went towards purchasing specific items from each 

child’s “Christmas Need Tag”.  These were each child’s most pressing needs (and of course a few toys!) to ensure they feel 

warm, fed and loved during the Christmas season.  Many children in our community return to school after the holidays in 

worn out clothes that don’t fit, insufficient winter clothing or needing school supplies.  This program enabled us to personally 

provide these vital items to specific local children.  “Christmas is doing a little something extra for someone.” --  

Charles M. Schulz 

 

 
A/C Skwarcan, A/C Myer, A/C Corthier, Chief Cox 

AUSTIN’S CUP CHALLENGE 
 

The 2nd annual Austin's Cup Challenge Hockey game was held Wednesday, December 10th at 7:45pm at the Compton Family Ice 

Area at Notre Dame.  Austin’s Cup Challenge is an annual hockey game between Holy Cross College and Notre Dame Hockey 

Club to honor Austin Replogle, a shaken baby syndrome survivor, Northridge High School student in special education, hockey 

enthusiast and adopted son of Firefighter Brian Replogle (Pump Engineer, Engine 4 – A Shift).  Austin was first introduced to the 

sport of hockey at a game between these two fine schools in the spring of 2013.  This event is a great opportunity to celebrate the 

inspiring life Austin has led and shared with others and his love for hockey.  In the first 2 years of Austin’s Cup Challenge, the 

teams have raised nearly $1000 for CAPS, in helping make a difference in child abuse prevention.  Thank you to everyone in 

attendance and thank you Holy Cross and Notre Dame. 

Basil the Saint, Holy Cross mascot and Firefighter Lisa McCreary 



KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY 2014  - THANK YOU LOCAL 362 FOR A WONDERFUL 

KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY HELD ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5TH AT THE UNION HALL.  FUN WAS HAD BY 

ALL! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

    Jariah McKenzie,  

    goddaughter of Captain Johnny Fleming 
                                                                               and Santa’s  elf 

 
Amaya Stein, granddaughter of Captain Leon Stein                                                       Firefighter Patrick Kelly and family 

   

 

  

Have you considered purchasing a personalized SB150 brick for a loved one? 
 

SB150 is South Bend's year  long 150th bir thday celebration, and the City will be receiving a dazzling display of River  

Lights for its gift. South Bend River Lights is designed to be an interactive lighting experience, and will be the only one of its 

kind in the world. 

These personalized SB150 bricks will be placed around the lighting structures. What  a wonderful way to for someone to 

leave their family's legacy at this lasting symbol of South Bend's sesquicentennial! 

You can purchase your bricks at http://sb150.com/make-donation. 

 

 

 

“Discover . . . South Bend Landmarks – Celebrating SB150” 

 To kick off the SB150 “Discover . . . South Bend” series, on January 19, the Studebaker National Museum will be one of 

over a dozen different South Bend gems opening their doors for “Discover . . . South Bend Landmarks.” 

Each participating institution offers free admission for guests to discover and explore NEW parts of the amazing places that 

make South Bend great.  

Guests at the Studebaker National Museum will have the unique opportunity to “peek underneath” as we open the hoods of 

our revered Museum vehicles. This is a rare chance to look inside our collection of vehicles spanning late 19th through early 

20th century vehicles, showcasing the best of South Bend innovation and ingenuity. Additionally, guests can visit the first 

floor of the Studebaker National Museum Archives (located across the street from the Museum) and see pieces from our col-

lection, as well as learn about the tremendous work it takes to preserve and share our City’s rich industrial history.  

This event will take place January 19, from 10am to 5pm. FREE ADMISSION, in celebration of the SB150 kick-off and the 

Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. Other participating sites include the IUSB Civil Rights Heritage Center, the Birdsell Mansion, 

the Kizer House, and more. A complete listing of participating “Discover . . . South Bend Landmarks” institutions can be 

found at SB150.com  

“Discover . . . South Bend” is a year-long, monthly-themed event series that strives to highlight various features of the past, 

present, and future of South Bend. Each month will explore a different topic including athletics, culture, and education. The 

series will include lectures, exhibits, tours, and events to showcase numerous areas and aspects of the City of South Bend. 

The “Discover . . . “ series is part of the SB150 celebration of South Bend’s 150th anniversary.  

The Studebaker National Museum is located at 201 S. Chapin Street in downtown South Bend.  It is open Monday-Saturday, 

10am-5pm, and Sunday noon–5pm.   Admission is $8 for adults, $6.50 for seniors over 60, and $5 for youth ages 6-18.  For 

more information call the Museum at (574) 235-9714 or toll free at (888) 391-5600 or visit our website at 

www.studebakermuseum.org. 

http://sb150.com/make-donation
http://www.studebakermuseum.org




The American Motorcycle: The Ride Goes On 

The Studebaker National Museum is proud to announce the opening of The American Motorcycle: The Ride 

Goes On, a new exhibit that will run from November 14 through May 10, 2015.Follow the story of the Amer-

ican motor biking industry over the last one hundred years. This exhibit will showcase the raw beauty of 

America’s love affair with the motorcycle by telling the story of Excelsior, Indian, and Harley-Davidson. 

Learn why Excelsior and Indian originally stopped production of cycles and how several years later, their 

name was revived to build bikes again -- discover where those manufacturers are today.  

The Studebaker National Museum is located at 201 S. Chapin Street in downtown South Bend.  It is open 

Monday-Saturday, 10am-5pm, and Sunday noon–5pm.   Admission is $8 for adults, $6.50 for seniors over 

60, and $5 for youth ages 6-18.  For more information call the Museum at (574) 235-9714 or toll free at 

(888) 391-5600 or visit our website at www.studebakermuseum.org. 

The SB Parks and Recreation Department 2015 Calendars are available! 

The 2015 South Bend Parks & Recreation Department calendars are available NOW! Each page lists information on 

programs, events, registrations and facilities. The calendars will be distributed through the primary & intermediate 

grades of S.B.C.S.C. or stop in and grab one before they’re all gone! 

The SB Animal Care and Control 2015 

Calendar is ready and on sale now.  

$5.00 each 

   Wellness Calendars 2015 

The calendars will be distributed upon  

each Health Screening in 2015.  They will  

be full of healthy tips, suggestions and reci-

                              Influenza Virus—Preventing the Spread  

 

Influenza (commonly known as the flu) is a serious contagious disease that can lead to hospitalization or even death. Prevent its spread and 

minimize its potential impact with the following steps.  

Flu prevention measures:  
Wash your hands frequently with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub.  

Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth to limit the spread of germs.  

Limit close contact with others who are ill.  

Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.  

Get a flu shot or a nasal-spray vaccine.  

Flu treatment:  
If you become ill, limit your own contact with others.  

If you are experiencing flu-like symptoms, the CDC recommends staying home for at least 24 hours after your fever has normalized 

without the use of fever-reducing medicine.  

– However, leaving to get medical care or other necessities may be a necessary exception.  

Anti-viral drugs have been proven to be helpful in lessening the symptoms and length of the time you are sick. If medications have been 

prescribed, make sure to take them as directed.  

 

When:  
Sunday, December 7th 

5:30pm to 8:30pm 
 
Where:  

South Bend Animal 
Care & Control 

 
 

Percentages of the art 
sales go to animal care 

at SBACC. 
 

http://www.studebakermuseum.org


Howard Park Ice Rink Opens for the Season  

           Regular hours of operation: 

Monday - Thursday: 3 - 5:30 pm;  

Friday: 3 - 5:30 pm, 7:00 - 10:00 pm;  

Saturday: 10 am - noon, 1 - 3:30 pm, 4 - 6 pm, 7 - 10 pm;  

Sunday: 1 - 3:30 pm, 4 - 6 pm, 7 - 9 pm.  

Check South Bend Parks & Recreation web site for all the info on admission.  

specials and holiday hours. or 574-235-9451 

City Reports Reporters 

Department  Reporter   Phone# 

Administration/Finance Mary Ramsdell 9935 

Central Services Mary Wisniewski 9316 

Century Center Priscilla Phillps 9081 

City Clerk Janice Talboom 9222 

Common Council Valarie Schey 5981 

Communications Kara Kelly 5853 

Engineering Department Marcia Qualls 9251 

Environmental Services Martha Randall 271-4215 

Environmental Services Mark Rzepnicki 235-5949 

Fire Department Nancy Schrader 3047 

Howard Pk Sr. Citizens Rose Kaufman 9428 

Human Rights Nancy O’Brien 9425 

Mayor’s Office Shay Davis 5850 

Morris Perf. Arts Ctr Karen King 5584 

Park Department Paula Garis 299-4778 

Police Department Cindy Szuba 7509 

Street Department Ashley Rzepka 7563 

Water Works Laura Vance 5637 

Water Works Jodie Spradlin 5663 

Any input or comments please contact your reporter (above), Marcia Qualls (Engineering), Martha Randall (Environmental Services) or fax to 235-9171.  

This paper is published as a service to the employees of the City of South Bend. It is a non-profit publication and any views presented are not necessarily those of the Mayor or any other City Official.  

For more information on events contact: 

Century Center………………………………….9711 

SB Regional Museum of Art………………..….9102 

Morris Performing Arts Center…………….…..9190 

Parks/Recreation Department……………...299-4765  

Notre Dame………………………………...631-5031  

St. Patrick’s Park…………………………...288-3472 

No. Indiana Center for History…………….235-9664 

A New Year’s resolution is something 

that goes in one year  and out the other. 

Author Unknown  :-)  

January 

Wednesday, Jan. 21st   John Mellencamp (Plain Spoken Tour) ~ 7:30 pm 

Thursday, Jan. 22nd  State Ballet Theatre of Russia ~ Swan Lake ~ 7:30 pm 

Friday, Jan. 23rd     Sister Act ~ 8:00 pm 

Saturday, Jan. 24th   Sister Act ~ 2:00 pm 

Saturday, Jan. 24th  Sister Act ~ 8:00 pm 

Saturday, Jan. 31st  Keystone Light The Friends of Bob & Tom Comedy Show ~ 7:30 pm 

   (Starring: Drew Hastings, David Dyer, Ms. Pat and Chick McGee) 

February 

Saturday, Feb. 7th  South Bend Symphony Orchestra ~ Grieg Piano Concerto ~ 8:00 pm 

Saturday, Feb. 14th  South Bend Symphony Orchestra ~ Valentine’s Day w/Rodgers & Hammerstein ~ 8:00 pm 

Thursday, Feb. 19th  Let It Be ~ A Celebration of the Music of the Beatles ~ 7:30 pm 

Friday, Feb. 27th  Disney Junior Live on Tour ~ Pirate & Princess Adventure ~ 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm 

March 

Friday, Mar. 20th      Memphis, the Musical ~ 8:00 pm 

Saturday, Mar. 21st   Memphis, the Musical ~ 2:00 pm 

Saturday, Mar. 21st   Memphis, the Musical ~ 8:00 pm 

Saturday, Mar. 28th   South Bend Symphony Orchestra ~ Tribute to Brubeck ~ 8:00 pm 

April & May 

Saturday, Apr. 25th     South Bend Symphony Orchestra ~ Beethoven’s Ninth ~ 8:00 pm 

Wednesday, Apr. 29th    Disney’s Beauty and the Beast ~ 7:00 pm 

Thursday, Apr. 30th  Disney’s Beauty and the Beast ~ 7:00 pm 

Saturday, May 9th   South Bend Symphony Orchestra ~ Sounds of Spring ~ 8:00 pm 

 


